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B U L 

5 ’l he main part of a {hip’s cargo ; as, to break lull: , is to open 
the cargo; 

Bui.k. n.f. [from bielcke, Dan. a beam.] A part of a building 
jutting, out. 

Here hand behind this bulk. Straight will he come : 

Wear thy good rapier bare, and put it home. Shake/p. Othello. 
The keeper coming up, found Jack with no life in him ; he 
took down the body, and laid it on a bulk, and brought out the 
rope to the company. Arbuthnot's Hijlory of John Bull. 

Bu'lkkead. n.f. A partition made acrofs a {hip, with boards, 
whereby one part is divided from another. Harris. 

BuLkiness. n. f. [from bulky.'] Greatnefs of ftature, or fize. 
Wheat, or any other grain, cannot ferye inftead of money, 
bccaufe of its bulkinefs , and too quick change of its quantity. 

Locke. 

Bu'lky. adj. [from bulk.] Of great fize or ftature. 

Latreus, the bulkiejl of the double race. 

Whom the fpoil’d arms of flam Halcfus grace. 

Huge Telephus, a formidable page, 

Cries vengeance ; and Oreftes’ bulky rage, 

Unfatisfy’d with margins clofely writ. 

Foams o’er the covers. Dryden's ’Juvenal, fat. i. 

The manner of fea engagements, which was to bore and 

O O J 

fink the enemy’s {hips with the roftra, gave bulky and high (hips 
a great advantage. Arbvithnot on Coins. 

BULL, n.f [bulle , Dutch.] 

1. The male of black cattle ; the male to a cow. 

A proper gentlewoman. Sir, and a kinfwoman of my maf- 
ter’s. — Even fuch kin as the parifti heifers are to the town bull. 

Shake fp. Henry IV. p. ii. 
Bulls are more crifp upon the forehead than cows. Bacon. 

Bell: age to go to bull, or calve, we hold, 

Begins at four, and ends at ten years old. 

The nobler herds, 

Where round the lordly bull, in rural eafe. 

They ruminating lie. Thomfon's Summer, l. 920. 

2. In the fcriptural fenfe, an enemy powerful, fierce, and violent. 

Many bulls have comparted me : ftrong bulls of Bafhan have 
befet me round. Pjalrn xxii. 12. 

3. One of the tv/elve flgns of the zodiack. 

At laft from Aries rolls the bounteous fun. 

And the bright Bull receives him. Thomfon's Spring. 

4. A letter published by the pope. 

A bull is letters called apoftolick by the canonifts, {Length- 
ened with a leaden feal, and containing in them the decrees and 
commandments of the pope or bifhop of Rome. Aylffe. 

There was another fort of ornament wore by the young no- 
bility, called bulla ; round, or of the figure of a heart, hung 
about their necks like diamond croffes. '1 hofe bulla came af- 
terwards to be hung to the diplomas of the emperours and 
popes, from whence they had the name of bulls. Arbuthnot. 

It was not till after a frefh bull of Leo’s had declared how in- 
flexible the court of Rome was in the point of abufes. Atterb. 

5. A blunder; a contradiction. 

I confefs it is what the Engl ifti call a bull , in the expreflion, 
though the fenfe be manifeft enough. Pope s Letter s. 

Bull, in compofition, generally notes the laige fize of any 
thing, as bull-head, bulrufn, bull-trout ; and is therefore only an 
inclusive particle^ without much reference to its original fignifi- 
cation. 

Bull-e aiting. 7i. f. [from bull and bait.] The fpoit of baiting 

bulls with doogs. . , _ . . , 

What am I the wifer for knowing that Trajan was in the 

fifth year of his tribunefhip, when he entertained the people 
with a horfe-race or bull-baiting ? Addifon on ancient Medals. 
Bull-beef, n.f [from bull zndbeef] Coarfebeef; the flefti of 

They want their porridge and their fat lull-beeves. Shakefp . 
Bull-eecgar. n.f. [This word probably came from the info- 
ience of thofe who begged, or raifed money by the pope s bull.] 
Something terrible ; fomething to fright children with. 

Thefe fulmi nations from the Vatican were turned into ridi- 
cule ; and, as they were called bull-beggars, they were ufed as 

words of fcorn and contempt. ^yliffe 5 

Bull-calf. n.f. [from bull and calf] A he-calf; ufed fora 

ftupid fellow : a term of reproach. 

And, FalftafF, you carried your guts away as nimbly, and 
roared for mercy, and ftill ran and roared, as ever I heara bull- 
1* Shakefp. Henry IV . 

Bull-dog. n.f. [from bull and dog.} A dog of a particular 
form, remarkable for his courage. He is ufed in baiting the 
bull ; and this fpecies is fo peculiar to Britain, that they are 
faid to degenerate when they are carried to other countries 
All the harmlefs part of him is no more than that of a bull- 
dog ; they are <&me no longer than they are not offended. 

6 y i Addifon. Spectator, N° 438. 

Bull-finch, n.f A {mail bird, that has neither fong nor 
whiftle of its own, yet is very apt to learn, if taug t V e 
mouth. Philips's World of lUras. 

The blackbird whittles from the thorny brake. 

The mellow bull-finch anfwers from the groves. Ibmjm. 

Bull-fly. \gr Philips's ITorkl if Words. 

Bull- . j 


BUt . : 

A. 

Bull-read. n.f. [from bull 2nd head.] .» - 

1. A ftupid fellow ; a blockhead. 

2. The name of a fifti. 

I he miller s thumb, or bull-bead,, . is a fifli. of no pleafuw 
fliape ; it has a head big and flat, much greater than fuitable to 
its body ; a mouth very wide, and ufualiy gaping ; he is with- 
out teeth, but his lips are very rough, much like a file; he hath 
two fins near to his gills, which are round ifh or crefted ; two 
fins under his belly, two on the back, one below the vent, and 
the fin of his tail is round. Nature hath painted the body of 
this fifh with whitifh, blackilh, brownifli fpots. They are ufu- 
ally full of fpawn all the fummer, which ivvdls their vents in 
the form of a dug. The bull-head begins to fpawn in April ; 
in winter we know no more what becomes of them than of eels 
or fwallows. Walton's Angler. 

3. A little black water vermin. Philips's World of Words. 

Bull-trout, n.f A kind of trout. 

There is, in Northumberland, a trout called a bull-trout, of a 
much greater length and bignefs than any in thefe fouthern 
parts. Walton's Angler. 

Bull-weed, n.f The fame with knapweed ; which fee. 

Bull-wort, or Bishops-weed. n.f [ ammi , Lat.] An um- 
bTiferous plant with fmall ftriated feeds; the petals of the 
flowers are unequal, and fliaped like a heart. Its feeds are ufed 
in medicine. Miller. 

Bu'llace. n.f. A wild four plum. See Plum. 

In October, and the beginning of November, come fervices, 
medlars, bullaces ; rofes cut or removed, to come late ; holy- 
oaks, and fuch like. Bacon's Ejfays, N° 47. 

Bu / llet. n.f [ bculet , Fr.] A round ball of metal, ufualiy {hot 
out of guns. 

As when the devilifli ironengine 

In deepeft hell, and fram’d by furies skill. 

With windy nitre and quick fulphur fraught. 

And ramm’d with bullet round, ordain’d to kill. Fairy fLb. i. 

Giaffer, their leader, defperately fighting amongft the fore- 
moft of the janizaries, was at once {hot with two bullets, and 
flain. Knolles's Hijlory of the Turks. 

And as the built, fo different is the fight ; 

Their mounting {hot is on our fails defign’d : 

Deep in their hulls our deadly bullets light, 

And through the yielding planks a pafiage find. Drydcn . 

Bullion, n.f. [billon, Fr.] Gold or filver in the lump; un- 
wrought ; uncoined. 

The balance of trade mutt of neceffity be returned in coin 
or bullion. Bacons Advice to Villiers. 

A fecond multitude, 

With wond’rous art, found out the maffy ore, 

Severing each kind, and feumm’d the bullion drofs. 

Milton's Paradife Loft. 

Bullion is filver, whole workmanfhip has no value. And 
thus foreign coin hath no value here for its {lamp, and our coin 


wrought 


is bullion in foreign dominions. 


Locke. 


In every veffel there is ftowage for immenfe treafures, when 
the cargo is pure bullion. Addifon on the State of the War. 

BullLtiqn. n.f. [from bullio, Lat.] The act or ftate of boiling. 
There is to be obferved in thefe diffolutions, which will not 
eafily incorporate, what the effects are, as the bullition ; the 
precipitation to the bottom ; the ejaculation towards the top ; 
the fufpenfion in the midft ; and the like. Bacon's Phyfical Rem. 

Bu'llocic. n.f. [from bull.] A young bull. 

Why, that’s fpoken like an honeft drover : fo they fell kul- 
l GC hs. Shakefp. Much ado about Nothing. 

Some drive the herds ; here the fierce bullock {corns 
Th’ appointed way, ami funs with threat’ning horns. Cowley. 
Until the tranfportation of cattle into England was prohi- 
bited, the quickeft trade of ready money here was. driven by the 
fale of young bullocks. _ Temple. 

Bu'lly. n.f. [Skinner derives this word from burly, as a cor- 
ruption in the pronunciation ; which is very probably right : or 
from bulky, or bull-eyed ; which are lels probable. May it not 
come from bull, the pope’s letter, implying the infolence of thofe 
who came inverted with authority from the papal court ? j A 
noify, bluftering, quarrelling fellow : it is generally taken for a 
man that has only the apperance of courage. 

Mine ho'ft of the garter.— What fays my bully rock ? bpeaJc 
fcholarly and wifely. Shakefp. Merry Wives ofWindJor. 

All on a fudden the doors flew open, and in comes a crew or 
roaring bullies , with their wenches, their dogs, and their bottles. 

L'FJlrange s Fables. 

’Tis fo ridic’Ious, but fo true withal, ^ ... 

A bully cannot fleep without a brawl. Bryden's Juv fai.j- 
A fcolding hero is, at the worft, a more tolerable character 
than a bully in petticoats. _ . Addifon s rrecho'.acr, 3 • 

The little man is a bully' in his nature, nut, v/nen ie b 
cholerick, I confine him till his wrath is over. .Auaijcn. pe • 

To Bu'lly. v. a. [from the noun.] To overbear with noi 

menaces. 

Prentices, parifti clerks, and hedois mce.., 5 . 

He that is drunk, or bully' d, pays the tie.it. h-./.g •> 

To Bu'lly. v. n. To be noify and quarreliomc. 

Bu'lrush. n. f. [from bull and rujh.] A large rufh, ^ 

to’ 



BUM 

„ mWS in rivnrs, without knots i though khgVsu has given it 
fiie epithet knotty, confounding it, probably, with the reed. 

To make fine cages for the nightingale. 

And bafkets of bulrujhes, was my wont. Spenjer. 

All my praifes are as but a bidrujh caft upon a ftream ; they 
are born up by die ftrength of the current. Drydcn. 

The edcres were with bending ofiers crown d ; 

The knotty bulrujh next in order ftood, 

And all within of reeds a trembling wood. Drydcn s rabies. 
BULWARK, n.f [bolwercke, Dutch ; probably only from its 
ftrength and largenefs.] 

I. A fortification ; a citadel. 

But him the fquire made quickly to retreat; 

Encountering fierce with fingle Ivvord in hand, 

And ’twixt him and his lord did like a bulwark ftand. 

Spenfer's Fairy Ahicen, b. i. cant. viii. ftanz. 1 2. 
Who oft repair 

Their earthen bulwarks ’gainft the ocean flood. Fairfax, b. i. 
Taking awayneedlefs bulwarks, divers were demoliftied up- 
on the fea coafts. Hayward. 

We have bulwarks round us; 

Within our walls are troops enur’d to toil. Addifon s Cato. 
Our naval ftrength is a general bulwark to the Britifh nation. 

Addifon s Freeholder , N° 42. 

2; A fecurity. 

Some making the wars their bulwai'k, that have before gored 
the gentle bofom of peace with pillage and robbery. Shakefp: 
To Bulwark, v . a. [from the noun.] To fortify; to ftrengthen 
with bulwarks. 

And yet no bulwark'd town, or diftant coaft, 

Preferves the beauteous youth from being feen. Addifon. 
BUM. n.f. [ bomme , Dutch.] 

1. The buttocks ; the part on which we fit. 

The wifeft aunt telling the faddeft tale, 

Sometime for threefoot ftool miftaketh me. 

Then flip I from her bum, down topples fhe. Shakefp ; 

This laid, he gently rais’d the knight, 

And fet him on his bum upright. Hudibras. 

From dufty {hops negleded authours come. 

Martyrs of pies, and relicks of the bum. Dryden's Mackfl. 

The learned Sydenham does not doubt. 

But profound thought will bring the gout 3 
And that with bum on couch we lie, 

Becaufe our reafon’s foar’d too high. 7?. 

2. It is ufed, in compofition, for any thing mean or low, as bum- 
bailiff. 

Bumba'illiff. n. f [from bum and bailiff.] A bailiff of the 
mcaneft kind ; one that is employed in arrefts. 

Go, Sir Andrew, feput me for him at the corner of the 
orchard, like a bumbailff Shakefp. Twelfth Night. 

Bu'mbard. n.f. [wrong written for bombard-, which fee.] A 
great gun ; a great barrel. 

Yond fame black cloud, yond huge one looks 
Like a foul bumbard, that would flhed his liquour. 

Shakefp. Temped. 

flu meast. n. f [falfely written for bombajl ; the etymology of 
which I am now very doubtful of; bombajl and bojnbafnc bein r >- 
mentioned, with great probability, by Junius , as comincr from 
boom, a tree, and fein, filk ; the filk or cotton of a tree.] 

1. A cloth made by fewingone fluff upon another; patchwork. 

I he ulual bumbajl or black bits fewed into ermine, our 
Engl ifh women are made to think very fine. Grew. 

2. Linen fluffed with cotton ; ftuffino-. 

We have received your letters^ full of love. 

And, in our maiden council, rated them 
As CQurtfhip, pieafant jeft, and courtefy. 

As bumbajl, and as lining to the time. Shakefp. 

Bump. n.f. [perhaps from bum, as being prominent.] A fwell- 
ing; a protuberance. 

It had upon its brow a bump as big as a young cockrel’s ftone ; 
a perilous knock, and it cried bitterly. Shakefp. Rom. and Jul. 
Not though his teeth are beaten out, his eyes 
hang by a firing, in bumps his forehead rife. Dryden's Juv 

kfnTY'p- [ fro, 7"«.Lat.] To make a loud noife, or 
bomb_[See Bomb.] It is applied, I think, only to the bittern. 
1 hen to the water’s brink fhe laid her head. 

And as a bittour bumps within a reed. 

To thee alone, O lake, ihe faid DnJm 

ovente brims. [fr ° m A ° Up fiHed tiU the li( ) uour ^ 

Places his delight 

All day in plyin "bumpers, and at night 
Keels to the bawds . 7 > <v r 

BiAipkim n r rTlit A • c Drydcn s fiuv. fat. vui. 

T, ,L : k f Thls word *s °f uncertain etymology : Hen- 

meL T. " ?° m W"’ 3 kind of worths fUrdfor 
knob or I " S feems har<k ' B " m p ls ufed amongft us for a 

fate, Werhild hTI md VhWl W the ftme W ‘ th cU ' 
tick ; f cou “J " nd An awkward heavy ruf- 

Vol, I, ^ Ffl range's Fables, 


BUN' 

A heavy bumpkin, taught with daily cafe. 

Can never dance three fteps with a becoming air. Drydcn. 

In his white cloak the magiftrate appears, 

The country bumpkbi the fame liv’ry wears. Dryden ; 

It was a favour to admit them to breeding; they might be 
ignorant bumpkins and clowns, if they pleafed. Lode. 

Bu'mpkinly. adj. [from bumpkin.] Having the mafinefs of 
appearance of a clown ; clownifh. 

He is a Ample, blundering, and yet conceited fellow, who, 
aiming at defeription, and the ruftick wonderful, gives an a:r 
of bumpkinly romance to all he tells. Clarffa . 

BUNCH, n.f. [buncker, Danifti, the crags of the mountains.] 
ii A hard lump; a knob. 

They will carry their treafures upon the bunches of camels, to 
a people that {hall not profit them. xxx - 

He felt the ground, which he had wont to find even and 
foft, to be grown hard with little round balls or bunches , like 
hard boiled eggs. Boyle: 

2 . Aclufter; many of the fame kind growing together. 

Vines, with cluft’ring bunches growing. Shakefp. Tempejl. 
Titian faid, that he knew no better rule for the diftribution 
of the lights and {hadows, than his obfervations drawn from a 
bunch of grapes. Dryden's Dufrefncy . 

For thee, large bunches load the bending vine. 

And the laft bleftings of the year are thine. Drydem 

3i A number of things tied together. 

And on his arms a bunch Of keys he bore. Fairy b. ii 
All ? I know not what ye call all ; but if I fought not with 
fifty of them, lam a bunch of radifih. Shakefp. Henry IV; p. i. 

Ancient Janus, with his double face. 

And bunch of keys, the porter of the place. Dryden. 

The mother’s bunch of keys, or any thing they cannot hurt 
themfelves with, ferves to divert little children. Locke. 

4. Any thing bound into a knot. 

Upon the top of all his lofty creft, 

A bu 7 ich of hairs difcolour’d diverfly. 

With fprinkled pearl and gold full richly dreft. Fairy b. i. 
To Bunch, v. n. [trom the noun.] To fwell out in a bunch ; 
to grow out in protuberances. 

It has the refemblance of a large champignon before it is 
opened, bunching out into a large round knob at one end. 

Woodward on FcJJils. 

Bunchba'cked. adj. [from bunch 2nd back.] Having bunches 
on the back. 

The day {hall come, that thou {halt wifti for me, 

To help thee curfe this pois’nous hunchback' d toad. Shakefp. 
Bu'nchiness. n. f. [from bunchy.] The quality of being bunchy, 
or growing in bunches. 

Bu'nchy. adj. [from bunch.} Growing into bunches; knotty. 
He is more efpecially diftinguiftied from other birds, by his 
bunchy tail, and the {hortnefs of his legs. Grews Mufceum. 
BU NDLE, n. f. [bynble, Sax. from bynb.] 

1 . A number of things bound together. 

As to the bundles of petitions in parliament, they were, for 
the moft pait, petitions of private perlons. Hale's Law of Fnpl. 

Try, lads, can you this hmdk break ; 

Then bids the youngeft of the fix 

Take up a well-bound heap of flicks. Swift. 

In the north, they bind them up in fmall bundles , and make 
fmall ricks # of them. Mortnner's Husbandry. 

2. A roll ; any thing rolled up cylindrically. 

She carried a great biaidle of Flanders lace Under her arm • 
but finding herfclf overloaden, {he dropped the good man, and 
_ br ° u ? ht awa y the Spectator, N° 4 no . 

X o_ bu ND 1 E. V. a. [from the noun.] To tie in a bundle ; to 
tie together ; with up. 

We ought to put things together, as well as we can, dottrina 
cauja ; but, after all, feveral things will not be bundled up to- 
gether, under our terms and ways of fpeaking; Locke. 

See how the double nation lies. 

Like a rich coat with skirts of frize ; 

As if a man, in making pofies. 

Should bundle thirties up with rofes. o */> 

BUNG n.f. [Hv , Welch.] A ftopple for a barrel. f ' 

After three nights are expired, the next morning pull out the 

To R?,K o ’ ° r P V U f g - , Mortimer. 

To Bung. v. a. [from the noun.] To ftop j to clofe up. 

Lu nghole n f. [front bung and Me.] The hole at which the 
b a rrel is filled, and which is afterward flopped up 

.,, , h J ^ av ” ot imagwatioh trace the noble duft of Alexander, 

T htyn'Y ‘Y° Pplng 3 bun & hok - Shakefp. 

To BUNGLE, v. n. [bee Bungler.] To perform dumfily. 

V '' hen men want light, J 

They make but bungling work. Dryden's Spanif Friar 
Letters to me are not feldom opened, and then fealed in a 
bungling manner before they come to my hands. Swift to PoPe 

T ° <*-%< » 

Other devils, that fuggeft by-treafons 
Do botch and bungle up damnation, 

V’ith patches, colours, and with forms being fetcht 
ront ghft ring femblances of piety. Shakefp. Henry V_ 
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